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NURSING SCHOOL CONTROVERSY TOUCHES ALUMNI CONCERNS
The controversy surrounding the WSU
Nursing Programs, current and proposed, is
of concern to the WSU Alumni Association
for a number of reasons, including:
graduates of the School of Nursing are
extremely well represented in the Association - 24% are members, versus less than
10% of the graduates-at-large; Nursing
alumni have formed the Association's first
Constituent Society; Association membersat-large are queried on the matter by the
public; and the controversy reflects on
the entire University Community. Due to
the significance this controversy has
within the University Connnunity, I shall
briefly discuss what appears to be the
central issue.

How

B..E..S.I.
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Currently, graduates of two-year, associate
degree programs, graduates of three-year
"diploma" or hospital-run programs, and
graduates of four-year, bachelor's degree
programs all qualify to take state licensing examinations to be certified as
Registered Nurses (R.N.'s). The nursing
profession is currently struggling to
distinguish the skills and competencies of
R.N.'s prepared by the three different
programs. While not totally divorced from
this debate within the profession, WSU
directly faces the issue of how best to
accommodate the R.N. graduate of---;-two or
three-year program who wishes to obtain a
career-broadening baccalaureate in Nursing
(B. S. N.) •

It is quite possible that a number of R.N.
applicants to the current program have
been frustrated by an inability to
transfer en masse the credits they received in their associate and degree programs.
Unfortunately, the transfer policies are
not wholly with the control of the School
of Nursing; rather, they are set by other
WSU departments, which assess the equivalence of prior course work in their domain.
Credit by exam (challenging) is, however,
available for all sciences and many other
courses including the vast majority of the
nursing courses.
Citing "the frustrations of graduates of
diploma and two-year nursing programs who
have sought to enter our baccalaureate
program" administration officials have
proposed to establish a new program under
the Vice-President for Health Affairs
which leads to the same degree, a B.S.N.,
as that currently offered by the School of
Nursing under the Vice-President for
Academic Affairs. The result, if the
proposal is implemented, is that two individuals entering separate programs at WSU
would be awarded identical degrees/B.S.N.'s.
Therein lies a controversy.
(Continued on Page 3)

TREASURER'S

1979 YEAR-END REPORT

Ut. s.._ry of Appn>prbtloo• for 1t7t

As promised in the February Alumnews, the
1979 Year-End Report is provided for your
perusal. This report was prepared by the
Association Treasurer, Jerry Stump, and
reviewed by the Finance Connnittee which is
chaired by Jerry and composed of two
additional members of the Board of Directors, Joan Smith and Jim Brinkman. This
year, the report and the financial records
were subjected to an independent review by
a member-at-large, Duane L. Wolf, CPA (B.S.
Accountancy/Finance, '77). Duane's
contribution of time and professional
skills is an excellent example of the
membership participation needed to insure
the Association's affairs are conducted in
a businesslike manner.
The bottom line, the net worth of
$23,747.12, indicates that the Association
is a long way from an endowed status. The
conservation of the Board, coupled with
the support of you, the members, will,
however, insure the growth of the Association. This growth is necessary if the
Association is, in the words of our
Constitutional Preamble, " ••.• to foster a
fellowship of individuals who share a
conunon institutional interest and to
develop a sound collegiate heritage by
coordinating activities and services which
contribute to the academic, cultural, and
physical growth of Wright State University •.•• "
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REDS DOUBLE-HEADER:
REPEAT OF A SELLOUT TRIP
WSU Alumni love this trip to the Reds
every year - - so get your name and money
in now before it's all booked up!
We're going to the Saturday and Sunday
games against the St. Louis Cardinals
June 21 and 22. For $66.00 a person you
get a round-trip bus ride from Dayton to
Cincinnati, a night at Stouffer's Hotel,
a hospitality suite, dinner at the Playboy
Club, and $6.00 seat at the Reds game.
Reserve your seat now by calling the Alumni
Office at 873-2620.

(401.3')
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ALUMNI SUNDAY SOFTBALL LEAGUE
Entry Deadline 3/28/80.
$10 refundable fee.
For information call Intramural/Recreational Sports Office at 873-2771 •

NURSING SCHOOL CONTROVERSY CONTINUES
Has the curr~nt program been responsive to
the needs of the R.N.'s who wish to obtain
a career-broadening B.S.N.? According to a
recent ad by the local chapter, District
Ten, of the Ohio Nurses Association, WSU
has been quite responsive. Of the total
WSU program graduates, 16% entered as R.N.'&
Of the 486 students currently enrolled,
approximately 14% are R.N.'s. Of the 250
pre-nursing students, 21% are R.N. 's. This
compares favorably with the average for
Ohio nursing baccalaureate programs where
R.N.'s comprise 9.9% of enrollment. At
Ohio State the figure is 1.2%.

FACULTY RESIGNATIONS ADDED
As in any controversy of this nature, there
are regrettable consequences. The Daily
Guardian reports that twenty-two out of
thirty-three of the Nursing School's
faculty have told the administration that
they will not be renewing their contracts
in June. This includes four of the five
Ph.D.'s. Also the National League of
Nurses (NLN), which accredits nursing
programs, requires that they be consulted
prior to major changes in a program. Upon
being informed of the possibility of a
second program, the Secretariate of the
NLN's Board of Review advised the School of
Nursing that within a college or university,
one baccalaureate program in Nursing should
provide for the professional education of
all undergraduate students, including R.N.'s
who are graduates of diploma and associate
degree programs. She then requested that
information on the proposed program and its
impact on the School of Nursing be submitted
to the Board by March 1st. The current
program was granted full accreditation on
December 7, 1979. Graduation from an NLN
accredited institution is required for
entry into military nursing services,
employment in federal nursing programs and
admittance to most graduate programs.
Additionally, agencies in the community
from which clinical training is obtained
by WSU students require NLN accreditation.

Unfortunately, there is little innovative
action the Association can take to
ameliorate the controversy. The Student
Government has already prepared letters of
concern and the faculty has passed a motion
calling for suspension of all action on the
new program until an ad hoc committee can
investigate and issue a report. The Association is also concerned, and feels that
additional study is in order. Beyond this
we can only express our hope that the
controversy can be brought to a timely and
equitable conclusion, with minimal collateral damage to the University.
We will keep you, the members of the Association, informed; however, space does not
permit a full discussion of the many facets
of the controversy, both within WSU and
within the health care industry. The Association and the various elements of the
University Community can debate and lament
the issues at length; however, as in any
qualitative optimization problem - - i.e.,
how best to accommodate the needs of the
R.N. applicants - - the solution is a
judgmental call. Responsibility for' that
call, and correspondingly for the ultimate
resolution of the matter, lies with the
administration and the Board of Trustees.
We trust that the call will be made with
the full counsel of the profession most
directly affected -- the nurses.
(THIS ARTICLE WAS RESEARCHED AND WRITTEN BY
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT, JERRY SUTTON.)

DoN'T GAMBLE WITH YouR CHANCE
TO SEE LAS VEGAS
Sign up for a high-rolling weekend in Las
Vegas, August 9-11, with the Alumni travel
group. A $25.00 deposit now will hold your
spot.
For just $299.00 per person you get a
round-trip jet between Dayton and Las Vegas
2 nights swank hotel accommodations,
admission to a night club show with two
free cocktails, a Westward Ho Funbook with
coupons to get lots of other free stuff,
and more! For more information call
All-World Travel at 513-222-8180.
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AssoclATION AWARDS ATHLETES: SENIORS
AND ALL-AMERICANS
Presentations were made to WSU's athletes
at the last home basketball game by Association President, Jerry Sutton.
(Right, left to right) Senior Award
Recipients Steve Hartings, Joe Fitzpatrick,
and Bill Wilson with Jerry Sutton.
(Below, left to right) All-Americans and
their coaches. Steve Kelly, Golf Coach;
Tim O'Neal, Golfer; Maria Miniaci
Neatherton, Swimmer; Lee Dexter, Swimming
Coach; Barb Titsch Reif, Swimmer; Pat
Moran, Alumni Director; Jerry Sutton,
Alumni Association President; and Don Mohr,
Athletic Director.
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